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include new adjacent and favorable territory, but we have never had an atom of evidence that the mere
introduction of a few infected ticks would result in establishing infection in a locality at any appreciable
distance from the parent focus. In fact it is our opinion that it is only under the most unusual circumstances
that new foci of Wood tick infection can be thus established. There is no better example of this than the fact that
infection has never crossed from the west side to the east side of the Bitter Root Valley, yet no one can doubt
that infected ticks have repeatedly been carried across on wild and domestic animals during the many years
that west side infection has existed. If we are correct, and the occurrence of human infection in the new sections
cannot be satisfactorily accounted for by the introduction of wood tick infection, there is but one alternative,
namely, that the virus has actually been present in the areas concerned for some years but that conditions have
only recently become favorable for human infection. In favor of this hypothesis is the fact that all our field and
experimental evidence indicates that the rabbit tick, Haemaphysalis leporis-palustris, is able to maintain the
virus of Rocky Mountain spotted fever in nature independently of, and even in the absence of, the spotted fever
tick. It does not bite man and hence...
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