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Queen Christina ordered me to go to England to represent her at the festivities with which the Jubilee of Queen
Victoria s reign was celebrated. Wearing a mantilla, in order to make it plain to the public that Spain was taking
a part in the national rejoicings, | was taken through the streets of London in the triumph of the great queen. As
a rule, on such occasions, one fixes ones face in a smile, tries to think of something agreeable, and bows from
side to side with the regularity of a clockwork figure. As it was, | was interested to watch the crowd lining the
streets through which the procession passed, for | had not been in England before, and was curious to see all |
could of the English people. And as | looked at the sea of faces, it seemed to me that they were thousands of
masks, the changeless expression of which gave no clue to the thoughts of the wearers. And whenever | have
seen an English crowd, even at a foot-ball match, the expressionless faces have baffled me, and | have felt my
inability to understand it. Indeed, although I have spent a great part of my life in England, | have never been
able to understand the English people. | have been at court, stayed in fashionable houses, hidden myself for
weeks at a time in the homes of middle-class people. | know Cornwall and Yorkshire, have stayed in London,
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