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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Church and State in the Middle Ages: The Ford
Lectures Delivered at Oxford in 1905 The Papacy as a working institution; new documents available for its study.
The two sides of its history contrasted, (1) Its civilizing influence; (2) the growth of bitter feeling against it. The
English No Popery view, not merely due to the Reformation, though the Reformation does have its roots deep in
the past; the causes were at work as early as 1250, along with very opposite influences. The subject of the
lectures therefore is. The good and evil of the connexion of England with Rome, especially in the middle of the
thirteenth century. Lecture I. The eFects of this connexion upon the English Church, as shown in - (1) The
Legatine constitutions of 1237, and their most important articles. Comparison of these with the long series of
English canons, the aFiliation of these latter and the general evidence which they supply. (2) The Gemma
Ecclesiastica, its limitations and its general character; its thaumaturgy shows that the Church did not create but
did control superstition; the abuses, ignorance, slackness, and immorality among the clergy; the influence of
Papal central power. (3) Grosseteste s letters, as confirmatory evidence; also his own constitutions. (4) In the
Burton Annals, the Coventry visitation gives the same picture. The Berkshire rectors protest examined; very
outspoken, but containing no attack on the Papal plenitudo potestatis. (5) The commentary of John Athon,
later in date but may be used; his criticisms on the English clergy; his acceptance of the Pope s supremacy and
judicial and dispensing powers. (6) The Papal Register: its historical value as authentic, contemporary,
genuine,...
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