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eliminating it or taking 600 million out of the people devel-opment program and out of the community
development. I think we need a vigorous conversation about HOPE VI and I will be ask-ing you some questions
about it. It is a program that needs to be reformed or if it is not going to stay as HOPE VI, we need to then think
about how else we can create hope. Remember, it is not about housing, it is about oppor-tunity. The other issue
that I am concerned about is brownfields. Brownfields were eliminated from the budget request last year. With
brownfields, the cleanup responsibility lies with EPA, but part of the economic development responsibility lies
with HUD. In my own home State of Maryland and in the Baltimore metropolitan area, a study done for the
Maryland Port Authority showed that we have 3, 000 acres of brownfields in and around the Baltimore water-
front, in Baltimore City and east Baltimore County. What a cornucopia of opportunity to turn brownfields into
green fields, not only from the environmental standpoint, but a tremen-dous opportunity to create new jobs,
new places for work, and even new housing. Let us take a look at these brownfields and let us work with
Administrator Whitman to look at not only large com-munities, but in others that we could do this. Third, we
need to look at the funding and attitudes related to housing for the elderly. Most of the housing for the elderly
was built in the 1970 s and 1980 s. It is old. We have many, many units that were built in the 1960...
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