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subject Politics - International Politics - General and Theories,
grade: 1.6, The Australian National University, 0 entries in the
bibliography, language: English, abstract: Contemporary theory
of International Relations is a continuous scholarly battleground
for various schools of thought. This paper will scrutinize two
prevailing theories of neorealism and neoliberalism, namely
Kenneth Waltz s concept of political structures juxtaposed with
Robert O. Keohane s neoliberal institutionalism. To arrive at a
critical conclusion that explains which of the two constructs
stand a better chance of successfully explaining the most
fundamental workings of the international system of states, a
four-part sequence is proposed in this paper. Firstly, this paper
will explain how both authors define their assumed principles
and how those assumptions are summarised in relation to the
international system. Secondly it will demonstrate where the
author s ideas intersect and/or divert from the other. Thirdly, it
will examine if it is feasible to classify the ideas as distinct
theories or if it is perhaps more accurate to see Keohane s...
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