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February 1 2 1836 In Senate, February 1 and 2 - On Mr. Benton s resolutions, is modified by the mover on tlie
suggestion of Mr. Grundy, for setting apart so much of tlie surphis revenie as may be necessary for the defence
and pei manenl Security of the country. Mr. President: | am much better pleased with the first resolution oftercd
by ihe Senator from Missouri (Mr. Uenion) since he hau modified it upon the suggestion of the Senator from
Tennsse (Mr. Grundy.) When individuals have more money than they know how to expend, th yofien squander it
foolishly. The rtniark applies, perhaps, with stUl greater force to uitions. Wlun our TreaMiry is werflowing.
Congress, who are but mere trustees for the people, ought to be especislly on their guard against wasteful
expenditures of the public money. Tlie surplus can be applied to some good and useful purpose. | am willing to
grant ail that may be necessary for the public defence: but no mort. | am therefore pleased tliat the resolution
has assumed its present form. The true question involved in this discussion is, on whom ought the responsibility
to rest for having adjourned on the 3rd of March last without providing for the defence of the country. There
can be no doubt a fearful responsibility rests somewhere. For my own part, | should have been willing to leave
the decision of this question | to our constituents.! am a man of peace; and dislike the criminitiwn and
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