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MEASUREMENT IN THE SOCIAL SCIENCES

Transaction Publishers. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 470 pages. Dimensions: 9.1in. x 6.0in. x
1.1in.Among the frustrations constantly confronting the social scientist are those associated with the general
process of measurement. The importance of good measurement has long been recognized in principle, but it
has oCen been neglected in practice in many of the social sciences. Now that the methodological tools of
multivariate analysis, simultaneous-equation estimation, and causal modeling are diEused more widely into
the social sciences, and now that the very serious implications of random and non-random measurement
errors are being systematically investigated, it is all the more important that social scientists give top priority to
the quality of their data and the clarity of their theoretical conceptualizations, as well as to methods for
analyzing fallible data. This book deals with selected problems of measurement and is written for graduate
students and professional social scientists, particularly in the technically less developed fields of sociology,
political science and anthropology. The book is organized so that, in general, one proceeds from problems of
data collection to those of data analysis. It is not intended to be a complete work covering all types of
measurement problems that have arisen in the social sciences. Instead, it represents a series of studies of topics
that are deemed to be crucial for the advancement of social science research but which have not received
suEicient attention in most of the social sciences. The basic purpose is to stimulate further methodological
research on measurement and to study the ways in which knowledge that has been accumulated in some fields
may be generalized so that it may be applied to others. The book is divided into three major parts. Part I is
concerned with applying scaling approaches developed in psychometrics to problems that arise in other social
sciences....
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