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and they decided to cut loose from their Southern colleagues on the question of slavery in the Territories.
Extension of Constitution to Territories. In his last annual message (December 5, 1848) President Polk suggested
referring this question to the Supreme Court. In February, 1849, Isaac P. Walker Wis.1 moved in the Senate to
amend a general appropriation bill by extending the Constitution to the Territories. Upon this a constitutional
debate, one of the most important Walker was a lawyer who served in the Senate from 1848 to 1855. in
American history, arose between Webster and Calhoun. Webster opposed the amendment. The thing is utterly
impossible. All the legislation of the world, in this general form, could not accomplish it. And there is no cause
for such legislative action. What is the Constitution? Is not its first principle that all within its comprehension
shall be represented in the national legislature, with the right to debate and vote, and shall have the right also
to vote for President and Vice-President, and would you extend these rights to the Territories? Senator Walker. It
is not proposed to extend the Constitution beyond the limits to which it is applicable. Senator Webster. This
limitation is then to be decided by the President--he is to have absolute and despotic power. No, there is no such
thing as extending the Constitution. It cannot be extended over anything but States. It seems to...
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