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mineral springs, as those of Avon and Sharon, N. Y., and the
sulphur springs of Virginia, often contain sulphuretted
hydrogen, though rarely in a proportion exceeding 1-J per cent.
of their volume; and the gas in solution in this small quantity,
when taken into the stomach, acts as a valuable medicinal
remedy for various diseases. Hydrosulphuric acid, though a
feeble acid, combines readily with bases to form sulphides, or
sulphurets. Thus, if we place a drop of sulphuretted hydrogen
water upon a bright silver or copper coin, or upon a piece of
lead, a black spot will be quickly produced, owing to the
formation of a black compound of the metal and sulphur (a
sulphide). The black sulphide of lead formed when
hydrosulphuric acid is brought in contact with the salts of lead,
is particularly noticeable, and may be exhibited by exposing a...
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