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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1915 Excerpt: .Attempts have been made to measure the current intensity of a flash of
lightning, and a more or lesslsatisfactory estimate, based upon calculation and measurement, has been
obtained, but aside from this there is almost no exact knowledge of lightning except that inferred from points
of similarity between lightning and other electrical phenomena with which we are familiar. The need for
spreading information on the subject of protection against lightning is also very apparent. There is a
widespread popular notion that lightning rods are quite expensive, and at best not as inexpensive as fire
insurance. The extent to which this idea is erroneous will be brought out hereaGer in this paper. There is also a
great need for emphasizing the fact that not every artisan who can scale a building is a fit person to plan and
install a system of lightning rods. Although a system of lightning rods appears to be a very simple aHair, the
element it is intended to control is not governed by simple laws; that is, laws such as might be readily
understood by an artisan not specially trained in this field. As a matter of fact, the unsuspected weaknesses
which, in many cases, have developed in lightning-rod systems at the critical moment, and have lead to serious
damage, could in most cases easily have been prevented if the plans of the systems had been submitted to
someone qualified to pass upon them previous to their installation. 5. OBJECT OF THIS...
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