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of the time, moulded by the spirit of the age, and modified by its dominant tendencies. For this reason, we have
the so-called schools of poetry, as the natural school of Chaucer, the artificial school of Pope, the romantic
school of Scott and Byron, and the present school of which Tennyson and Browning are the chief
representatives. In view of the intimate connection between the poet and his age, and of the influence which
they reciprocally exert upon each other, it is essential to the intelligent appreciation of his productions, to have
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